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MEMORANDUM 

 

TO: El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical Monument Authority Commission 

 

FROM: Domenika Lynch, General Manager, El Pueblo de Los Angeles  

 

DATE: Thursday, September 24, 2026 

 

SUBJECT: Recommendation to Authorize a Temporary Right of Entry for the Olvera Street 

Merchants Association Foundation Representative 

 

 

PURPOSE 

 

To request Commission approval for a representative of the Olvera Street Merchants Association 

Foundation (OSMAF), to have a limited and revocable right of entry to El Tranquilo Gallery and the 

designated storage area within Avila Adobe while a formal Memorandum of Understanding is 

developed. 

 

BACKGROUND 

OSMAF supports cultural events and programming at El Pueblo and uses El Tranquilo Gallery and a 

designated area within Avila Adobe for related storage, preparation, installation, and removal 

activities. The proposed authorization would allow an OSMAF-selected representative to retain the 

necessary City-issued keys while establishing clear safeguards for access, security, preservation, and 

accountability. The authorization would not create a leasehold, tenancy, property interest, or exclusive 

use of either space. 
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CONDITIONS OF ACCESS 

Personal Authorization: The right of entry applies solely to a selected representative by OSMAF and 

may not be transferred or delegated with approval by General Manager or Assistant General Manager 

of EL Pueblo Historical Monument. 

 

City-Issued Keys: the OSMAF representative may retain the necessary keys but may not duplicate, 

lend, transfer, or provide them to another person. All keys remain City property and must be returned 

immediately upon request or when the authorization ends. 

 

Access Log: The OSMAF representative must record each entry in an access log maintained at the 

authorized space, including the date, time, location, and purpose of entry. After-hours access requires 

prior written approval from the General Manager or Assistant General Manager. 

 

Authorized Purposes: Entry is limited to storage, preparation, installation, removal, and other 

activities directly related to OSMAF-sponsored cultural events and programming authorized by El 

Pueblo management. The spaces may not be used for private, commercial, or other business purposes. 

 

Tours and Representation: Private tours of nonpublic areas require prior written approval. No 

OSMAF representative may represent, speak on behalf of, or make commitments for El Pueblo or the 

City of Los Angeles. 

 

Compliance and Security: Activities must comply with applicable City policies, safety and security 

requirements, codes of conduct, preservation requirements, and facility-use standards. The OSMAF 

representative must secure the spaces after each entry and promptly report any damage, security 

concern, lost key, or other incident. 

 

Revocation: El Pueblo management may modify, suspend, or revoke the authorization at any time 

based on operational, security, safety, compliance, or preservation concerns. 

 

BENEFITS TO EL PUEBLO 

 

Operational Continuity: The authorization will allow OSMAF to prepare and support approved 

cultural programming without requiring staff to provide access for each routine visit. 

 

Accountability and Security: The named-keyholder requirement, access log, restrictions on key 

transfer, and right of revocation provide a documented framework for protecting City property and 

historic resources. 

 

Clear Roles: The authorization distinguishes OSMAF activities from official City representation and 

establishes boundaries while the formal MOU is completed. 
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FISCAL IMPACT 

No additional funding is requested as part of this action. 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

Staff recommends that the Commission authorize the OSMAF representative approved by the General 

Manager or Assistant General Manager to have a limited and revocable right of entry to El Tranquilo 

Gallery and the designated storage area within Avila Adobe, including permission to retain the 

necessary City-issued keys, subject to the conditions described in this report. 

 

The temporary authorization will remain in effect until a formal Memorandum of Understanding 

between El Pueblo and OSMAF is completed and approved, unless earlier modified, suspended, or 

revoked by the General Manager. 

 

SUGGESTED MOTION 

 

Move that the El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical Monument Authority Commission authorize the a 

selected representative of the Olvera Street Merchants Association Foundation to have a limited and 

revocable right of entry to El Tranquilo Gallery and the designated storage area within Avila Adobe for 

authorized OSMAF cultural events and programming. This authorization includes permission to retain 

the necessary City-issued keys, subject to the conditions stated in this report and pending completion 

of a formal Memorandum of Understanding. 

 

The Board further delegates authority to the General Manager to administer, modify, suspend, or 

revoke this temporary right of entry as necessary to protect City property and ensure compliance with 

applicable City and Department requirements. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Domenika Lynch 

General Manager 

El Pueblo de Los Angeles Historical Monument 

 

 

 

See Appendix of Memorandum of Understanding 
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